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Introduction 

This guide provides a list of resources for state and local governments, Indian tribes, nonprofits, 

community and faith-based organizations, and others interested in developing prisoner reentry 

initiatives that reflect evidence-based practices and lessons learned from the field.  Many sections 

of this guide address issues that are frequently the focus of reentry efforts, such as education and 

literacy, employment, housing, mentoring, mental health, and substance abuse recovery.  Other 

sections list resources that have been developed for particular audiences, such as law enforcement, 

state and local government, and community and faith-based partners.  Each section includes three 

different types of resources: practical guides and tools, which provide “how-to” guidance on the 

particular subject; reference materials, which include statistical information and academic 

research; and websites of organizations that offer additional information.  Many resources cut 

across several categories, and may be listed in more than one section. 

The views expressed in the publications on this list are not necessarily the views of the Justice 

Center, and inclusion does not indicate endorsement.  Though many resources in the field of 

reentry address issues or initiatives in particular states, they have been excluded from this guide, 

which is focused on resources that are national in scope.  The Justice Center is developing a guide to 

reentry resources particular to each state, and that guide will be made available on the Reentry 

Policy Council website when completed.  Because reentry initiatives are constantly emerging or 

expanding and research is ongoing, this guide will be updated at regular intervals. To suggest a 

resource that should be added to the guide, please email scainfo@csg.org. 

Acknowledgements 
This checklist was made possible through the generous support of the Public Welfare Foundation, 

Annie E. Casey Foundation, and Open Society Institute.  The Justice Center is indebted to the 

This resource guide builds on the information detailed in the Report of the Reentry Policy Council, 

which was published in 2005.  The Report includes policy statements and recommendations to 

promote the safe and successful return of individuals from prison or jail to the community. The 

Reentry Policy Council is a national project coordinated by the Council of State Governments 

Justice Center, a national nonprofit organization that serves policymakers at the local, state, and 

federal levels from all branches of government.  The Justice Center provides practical, 

nonpartisan advice and consensus-driven strategies, informed by available evidence, to increase 

public safety and strengthen communities. 
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General Background 

Austin, James. “Prisoner Reentry: Current Trends, Practices, and Issues.” Crime and Delinquency 

47(3) (2001): 314-334. 

Austin, James, Patricia Hardyman and John Irwin. Exploring the Needs and Risks of the Returning 

Prisoner Population. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute (2002). Available at: 

www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=410626.  

Council of State Governments. Report of the Re-Entry Policy Council: Charting the Safe and Successful 

Return of Prisoners to the Community. New York: Author (2005). Available at: 

www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/TOC. 

Johnson-Listwan, Shelley, Francis T. Cullen and Edward Latessa. “How to Prevent Prisoner Re-Entry 

Programs from Failing: Insights From Evidence Based Corrections.” Federal Probation 70(3) 

(2006): 19-25. Available at: www.uscourts.gov/fedprob/December_2006/prevent.html.  

Lattimore, Pamela, Susan Brumbaugh, Christy Visher, Christine Lindquist, Laura Winterfield, 

Meghan Salas, and Janine Zweig. National Portrait of SVORI, Serious and Violent Offender Reentry 

Initiative. Research Triangle Park, NC: RTI International (2004). Available at: 

www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/1000692_SVORINationalPortrait.pdf. 

Lowenkamp, Christopher T. and Edward Latessa. “Developing Successful Reentry Programs: 

Lessons Learned from the ‘What Works’ Research.” Corrections Today 67(2) (2005).  

Seiter, Richard P. and Karen R. Kadela. “Prisoner Reentry: What Works, What Does Not, and What Is 

Promising.” Crime & Delinquency 49(3) (2003): 360-388.  

Solomon, Amy L., Tobi Palmer, Alvin Atkinson, Joanne Davidson, and Lynn Harvey. Prisoner Reentry: 

Addressing the Challenges in Weed and Seed Communities. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute 

(2006). Available at: www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411364.  

Solomon, Amy L., Christy Visher, Nancy G. La Vigne, and Jenny Osborne. Understanding the 

Challenges of Prisoner Reentry: Research Findings from the Urban Institute's Prisoner Reentry 

Portfolio. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute (2006). Available at: 

www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411289.  

Taxman, Faye S., Douglas Young and James M. Byrne. Offenders’ Views of Reentry: Implications for 

Processes, Programs, and Services. College Park, MD: Bureau of Governmental Research (2002). 

Available at: www.caction.org/rrt/articles/TAXMAN-

OFFENDERS'%20VIEWS%20OF%20REENTRY.pdf. 

http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=410626
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/TOC
http://www.uscourts.gov/fedprob/December_2006/prevent.html
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/1000692_SVORINationalPortrait.pdf
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411364
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411289
http://www.caction.org/rrt/articles/TAXMAN-OFFENDERS'%20VIEWS%20OF%20REENTRY.pdf
http://www.caction.org/rrt/articles/TAXMAN-OFFENDERS'%20VIEWS%20OF%20REENTRY.pdf
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Travis, Jeremy, Amy L. Solomon and Michelle Waul. From Prison to Home: Dimensions and 

Consequences of Prisoner Reentry. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute (2001). Available at: 

www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=410098.  

Travis, Jeremy. But They All Come Back: Facing the Challenges of Prisoner Reentry. Washington, D.C.: 

The Urban Institute Press (2005).  

Visher, Christy. “Effective Reentry Programs.” Criminology and Public Policy 5(2) (2006). Available 

at: www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=1001016. 

U.S. Department of Justice, Community Capacity Development Office. Key Components of Effective 

Prisoner Reentry Programs: A Guide to Matching National Service Programs with Weed and Seed and 

Other Citywide Initiatives on Prisoner Reentry. Washington, D.C.: Author (n.d.). Available at: 

www.ojp.gov/ccdo/programs/vista_reentry_handbook.pdf.  

http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=410098
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=1001016
http://www.ojp.gov/ccdo/programs/vista_reentry_handbook.pdf
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Starting a Reentry Initiative 

Practical Guides and Tools 
Council of State Governments. Report of the Re-Entry Policy Council: Charting the Safe and Successful 

Return of Prisoners to the Community. New York: Author (2005). 

 Policy Statement 1: Encouraging Collaboration Among Stakeholders, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-A/PolicyStatement1. 

 Policy Statement 2: Developing a Knowledge Base, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-A/PolicyStatement2. 

 Policy Statement 3: Incorporating Re-Entry into Organizations’ Missions and Work Plans, 
available at: www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement3. 

 Policy Statement 4: Funding a Re-Entry Initiative, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement4. 

 Policy Statement 5: Promoting System Integration and Coordination, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement5. 

 Policy Statement 6: Measuring Outcomes and Evaluating Impact, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement6. 

 Policy Statement 7: Educating the Public about the Re-Entry Population, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement7. 
 

U.S. Department of Labor, Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. Ready4Reentry: 

Prisoner Reentry Toolkit for Faith-based and Community Initiatives. Washington, D.C.: Author (2006). 

Available at: safer.xbx.com/docs/PRItoolkit.pdf.  

 

http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-A/PolicyStatement1
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-A/PolicyStatement2
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement3
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement4
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement5
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement6
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartI/ChapterI-B/PolicyStatement7
http://safer.xbx.com/docs/PRItoolkit.pdf
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Assessments 

Practical Guides and Tools 
Council of State Governments. Report of the Re-Entry Policy Council: Charting the Safe and Successful 

Return of Prisoners to the Community. New York: Author (2005). 

 Policy Statement 8: Development of Intake Procedures, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-A/PolicyStatement8.  

 Policy Statement 9: Development of Programming Plan, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-A/PolicyStatement9.  

 Policy Statement 17: Advising the Releasing Authority, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-C/PolicyStatement17.  

 Policy Statement 18: Release Decision, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-C/PolicyStatement18.  
 

Council of State Governments Justice Center. Assessment and Risk/Need Determination Tool. New 
York: Author (2008). Available at: tools.reentrypolicy.org/assessments/chart.  
 
Council of State Governments Justice Center. Improving Assessments in Corrections Settings. New 

York (forthcoming). Available soon at: www.reentrypolicy.org/assessments_pubs_tools. 

 

http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-A/PolicyStatement8
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-A/PolicyStatement9
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-C/PolicyStatement17
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-C/PolicyStatement18
http://tools.reentrypolicy.org/assessments/chart
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/assessments_pubs_tools
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Children and Families 

Practical Guides and Tools 
Bobbitt, Mike and Marta Nelson. The Front Line: Building Programs that Recognize Families’ Role in 

Reentry. New York: Vera Institute of Justice (2004). Available at: 

www.vera.org/publication_pdf/249_476.pdf.  

Bobbitt, Mike, Robin Campbell and Gloria Tate. Safe Return: Working Toward Preventing Domestic 

Violence When Men Return from Prison. New York: Vera Institute of Justice (2006). Available at: 

www.dvinstitute.org/current/pdfs/368_661.pdf. 

Center for Policy Research. Working with Incarcerated and Released Parents: Lessons from OCSE 

Grants and State Programs. Denver, CO: Author (2006). Available at: 

www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/pubs/2006/guides/working_with_incarcerated_resource_guide.p

df. 

Christian, Johnna, Ann Cammett, Nancy Fishman, and Lori Scott-Pickens. Bringing Families In: 

Recommendations of the Incarceration, Reentry, and Family Roundtables. New Brunswick, NJ: 

Rutgers University School of Criminal Justice and New Jersey Institute of Social Justice (2006). 

Available at: www.njisj.org/documents/FinalRecommendations12.13.pdf. 

Council of State Governments. Report of the Re-Entry Policy Council: Charting the Safe and Successful 

Return of Prisoners to the Community. New York: Author (2005). 

 Policy Statement 13: Children and Families, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-B/PolicyStatement13. 

 Policy Statement 34: Children and Family Systems, available at: 
www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartIII/PolicyStatement34.  
 

Council of State Governments Justice Center. Assessment Tool for Corrections and Child and Family 

Services Collaborations. New York (forthcoming).  

Goode, W. Wilson and Thomas J. Smith. Building from the Ground Up: Creating Effective Programs to 

Mentor Children of Prisoners. Philadelphia, PA: Public/Private Ventures (2006). Available at: 

www.ppv.org/ppv/publications/assets/185_publication.pdf.  

Mullins, Tracy G., and Christine Toner. Implementing the Family Support Approach for Community 

Supervision. New York: Family Justice (2008). Available at: 

www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pdf/FamilySupport_CommunitySupervision.pdf. 

Mustin, James W. Serving Children and Families of Adult Offenders: A Directory of Programs. 

Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Corrections (2005). Available at: 

www.nicic.org/pubs/2005/020200.pdf.  

http://www.vera.org/publication_pdf/249_476.pdf
http://www.dvinstitute.org/current/pdfs/368_661.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/pubs/2006/guides/working_with_incarcerated_resource_guide.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/pubs/2006/guides/working_with_incarcerated_resource_guide.pdf
http://www.njisj.org/documents/FinalRecommendations12.13.pdf
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartII/ChapterII-B/PolicyStatement13
http://www.reentrypolicy.org/Report/PartIII/PolicyStatement34
http://www.ppv.org/ppv/publications/assets/185_publication.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/pdf/FamilySupport_CommunitySupervision.pdf
http://www.nicic.org/pubs/2005/020200.pdf
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Puddefoot, Ginny and Lisa K. Foster. Keeping Children Safe when their Parents are Arrested: Local 

Approaches that Work. Sacramento, CA: California Research Bureau (2007). Available at: 

www.library.ca.gov/crb/07/07-006.pdf. 

Women's Prison Association and Home, Inc. Partnerships Between Corrections and Child Welfare: 

Collaboration for Change, Part Two. Baltimore, MD: Annie E. Casey Foundation (2002). Available at: 

www.aecf.org/upload/PublicationFiles/partnerships%20between%20corrections.pdf. 
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Available at: www.brennancenter.org/page/-/d/download_file_37203.pdf. 
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